Spinal deformity.
Early results of scoliosis screening programs have demonstrated that mild spinal deformity is common, usually nonprogressive, and often requires no specific treatment. The role of the primary care physician is an important one in identifying the rare case, which is secondary to some underlying disorder which itself requires treatment, and the progressive curves, which should be managed by bracing. The informed physician can make this separation efficiently with minimum cost to the family and minimum radiation exposure to the patient.